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to denote something outside the person who is interested, or
rather a psychical object arising from, something outside him.
For example, if we say that a man is interested in photography
we mean that photography matters to him; and we can and
do say that photography is one of his main interests.
But we might also use the word einterest' to describe the
experience of the person while he is absorbed in his photo-
graphy. Here interest is the mode of experience of the
individual, and bears a subjective meaning. This way of
using the word has the sanction of more than one eminent
psychologist; thus Stout uses it as a comprehensive term to
denote the afFective-conative aspects of experience; while
Drever uses the compound word c instinct-interest * to denote
the fundamental affective aspect of all experience.
If, however, we use the word to describe a particular kind
of experience, which is here now and away the next minute,
we surely imply that a person ceases to be interested in a thing
when he no longer thinks of it. This does not square with the^
facts. Our photographer, we are certain, retains his interest
in photography when he is thinking about something else.
"Being interested is, then, an enduring condition of the
subject." x As we have seen already more than once, we
have to invoke our hypothesis of mental structure to account
for the permanent aspects of mental life; and here we must
say that the permanent condition of being interested, say in
photography, implies the possession of a disposition in the
mental structure organized round about the idea of photo-
graphy. In order, then, to do justice to the relative perman-
ence of interest, we may, without doing violence to other
meanings, say that the interest is this disposition, giving the
word a structural meaning. Thus Drever in another place
says, "An interest is a disposition in its dynamic aspect." 2
The above, in the opinion of the present writer, is the most
useful and accurate meaning with which to invest the word
'interest." Instead of using the word itself to denote the thing
in which one is interested, we should do better to talk of an
1 McDougall, An Outline of Psychology, p. 274.
9 Introduction to the Psychology of Education, p. 126.